
  

   
 

 

 
 

Workforce, Training and Education 
 

7&8 Wellington Place 
Leeds 

LS1 4AP 
 

E. england.wtepharmacy.ney@nhs.net  

 
 12/05/2026 

 
 

Dear Colleague, 

 

Re: Skills Investment Funding for Registered Pharmacy 

Professionals in NEY 

 

Expression of Interest (EOI) for Skills Investment Funding is now open. This 

funding is intended to support the upskilling of GPhC-registered pharmacy 

professionals who are directly employed by the NHS in the North East and Yorkshire 

region. 

 

Please complete the attached EOI spreadsheet and email it to 

england.wtepharmacy.ney@nhs.net (please include #SIF in the subject line) by 

23:59 Sunday 14 June 2026. We will acknowledge your request within five working 

days. This receipt is not confirmation of funding.  

 

Submissions made after the above deadline will not be accepted. 

 

Important changes to process: 

Some important changes have been introduced for 2026/27. Please read the 

Guidance for Employers (below) for full details and complete the NEY School of 

Pharmacy Query submission form if you have any questions 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

David Gibson 

Regional Lead, Pharmacy Workforce, Education and Training 

School of Pharmacy and Medicines Optimisation 

mailto:england.wtepharmacy.ney@nhs.net
mailto:england.wtepharmacy.ney@nhs.net?subject=SIF%202025
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P


  

   
 

NHS England - NEY 

Skills Investment Funding for Registered Pharmacy Professionals in NEY 

 

Guidance for Employers 
 

 
IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR 2026/27 
 
Early Career Pharmacist Clinical Diploma funding 2026/27 
 
Employers who accept diploma funding for eligible pharmacists (completing 
foundation training in 2026 and registering as prescribers) must be willing to 
support them on the Pharmacist Enhanced Practice Pathway pilot. 
 
Further details, including draft employer and supervisor requirements, are 
available in the draft Terms of Participation for Employers on the Early Career 
Pharmacist NHS Futures Webspace. 
 
All requests for Early Career Pharmacist Clinical Diploma funding must be 
made on the separate ECP PGDip tab on the EOI spreadsheet. 
 

 

 

Key information for 2026/27 
 

• The main funding round is in summer 2026 (Round 1). 

• If any funding remains or is returned there will be a further funding round in the 
autumn (Round 2). 

• No requests for funding will be accepted outside funding rounds.  

• No waiting lists will be held. 

• Requests for funding for learners starting year 2 of their course in 2026/27 
must be included in your EOI submission. 

• After the EOI submission round closes: 

• you will not be able to change courses or providers.  

• you will still be able to change learner names and/or start dates (up to 31 
March 2027). 

• Learners’ GPhC registration or training numbers are required. 

• Independent Prescribing (IP) - all requests for IP courses should be submitted 
via this process so we are able to manage capacity regionally. Funding for IP 
may be provided via a different route. 

• Clinical Pharmacy Diplomas for Early Career Pharmacists:  

• Requests are required for all pharmacists entering either year 1 or year 2 
of their PGDip in 2026. 

• Funding for eligible pharmacists will require enrolment on the Pharmacist 
Enhanced Practice Pathway (see above). 

 

  

https://future.nhs.uk/PharmacyWorkforceDevelopment/view?objectID=68007088
https://future.nhs.uk/PharmacyWorkforceDevelopment/view?objectID=68007088


  

   
 

 

Funding criteria  

 

We invite EOI submissions, linked to the following workforce transformation 

priorities, that are not supported by alternative funding streams. 

 

Workforce transformation priorities: 

• Clinical knowledge and skills.   

• Educator knowledge and skills.   

• Research knowledge and skills.   

• Technical services knowledge and skills.   

  

Eligibility: 

  Funding is available for:    Funding is not available for:  

• Pharmacists and Pharmacy 

Technicians registered with the GPhC 

who are directly employed by the NHS 

in the North East and Yorkshire region. 

• Courses aligned with the priorities 

above. 

• Courses commencing between 1 April 

2026 and 31 March 2027.    

• Independent Prescribing qualifications  

  

• Courses resulting in a Master’s level 

award. 

• PCPEP for ARRS roles. 

• Leadership courses – see employing 

organisations, NHS Leadership 

Academy or CPPE. 

• Short courses, conferences, 

subscriptions, organisation 

membership fees. 

• Submissions made outside the 

application windows. 

• Submissions without a named learner 

and GPhC number or trainee number 

(see FAQs below if you are still 

recruiting).  

 

Further notes: 

A. This funding is for course fees only. 

B. EOIs must be submitted by the employer (not by learners). EOI submissions 

should be limited to one for each organisation.   

C. Funding will not be paid directly to individuals.  

D. Funding contributions are for one year only - we cannot guarantee future 

second year funding.  

E. Requests for funding for learners in year 2 must be included in your EOI 

submission. 

F. There is a limited budget. If we receive more requests than can be funded: 

- we will allocate funding on a fair-share basis.   

https://www.leadershipacademy.nhs.uk/
https://www.leadershipacademy.nhs.uk/
https://www.cppe.ac.uk/


  

   
 

- we may need to place a financial cap on funding for individual courses.  

G. After the EOI submission round closes: 

- you will not be able to change courses or providers.  

- you will still be able to change learner names and/or start dates (within 

the financial year). 

H. Organisations should inform us using the NEY School of Pharmacy Query 

submission form where allocated funds cannot be utilised.  

I. Confirmation of learner enrolment will be required. 

J. NHS England reserve the right to reclaim monies where funding has not been 

utilised as stated in the bid.  

 

 

Timeline - this may be subject to change. 

 

Round 1 

w/c Monday 11 May 

2026  

Round 1 EOI submissions open for course starting 

1 April 2026 to 31 March 2027 

Sunday 14 June 

2026, 23:59 
Closing date for round 1 EOI submissions 

w/c Monday 6 July 2026 
Decision sent via email which will include the offer 

letter and agreement 

Sunday 26 July 2026, 

23:59 

Employers accept offer. Note: Funding may be 

reallocated if signed agreement not received by 

this date 

 

Round 2 

If there is sufficient funding, a second round will be announced in October 2026. 

 

 

Transfer of funds 

 

If your EOI submission is successful we will provide details of how and when funds 

will be transferred. Confirmation of learner enrolment will be required before funding 

can be transferred.  

 

 

Engagement sessions and further information 

 

There will be two employer engagement sessions held on MS Teams to support 

organisations wishing to make an EOI submission. The same information will be 

presented at each session and there will be the opportunity to address any questions 

https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P


  

   
 

you have. These sessions will not be recorded. To register, please select one of the 

links below: 

 

• Tuesday 19 May 2026, 12:00-13:00 – register here 

• Wednesday 27 May 2026, 12:00-13:00 – register here  

 

Please complete the NEY School of Pharmacy Query submission form if you have 

any questions. 

 

 

Frequently asked questions  

 

How do I change the name 

of the learner or start date 

for allocated funding?  

Please complete the NEY School of Pharmacy Query 

submission form. The course must be exactly the 

same (course name, year of study, provider, cost).  

Can I switch funding to a 

different course or 

provider?  

No. Alternative courses or providers will need to be re-

requested if there is a second application round.  

What do I do if we no 

longer require allocated 

funding?  

Please complete the NEY School of Pharmacy Query 

submission form so that funding can potentially be 

reallocated. 

Can I request funding 

between the application 

rounds?  

No. We are not able to support requests for funding 

between funding rounds. We will no longer hold any 

waiting lists for funding.  

Can I request funding for 

vacant or unfilled posts?  

If you are planning or in the process of recruitment but 

do not yet have learner names, please complete the 

NEY School of Pharmacy Query submission form for 

further information before submitting your funding 

request.  

Should the application be 

completed by the individual 

or the employer?   

Applications should be made by a manager on behalf 

of all individuals in their department/organisation who 

require funding. The individual can support the 

completion of the application, but it must be submitted 

by a manager.  

Is there a limit of funding 

per person, per course?  

There may be a limit on the maximum funding 

available per person dependent on the number of 

applications.  

Can more than one 

application be made for the 

same person?  

No, we will only fund one application per individual per 

year.  

 

https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/ae0efb5b-1aa4-4ca6-8ba9-ac4050f26525@37c354b2-85b0-47f5-b222-07b48d774ee3
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/e7905f07-2dee-4a75-82d3-68543e8a96e3@37c354b2-85b0-47f5-b222-07b48d774ee3
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P
https://forms.office.com/e/zPA1jiLg0P

